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Uniform Plumbing Code 2006 
 
Chapter 6 – Water Supply and Distribution 
 
603.1 Approval of Devices or Assemblies. 
 
Before any device or assembly is installed for the prevention of backflow, it shall have first been approved by the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction.  Devices or assemblies shall be tested for conformity with recognized standards or 
other standards acceptable to the Authority Having Jurisdiction that are consistent with the intent or this code. 
 
All devices or assemblies installed in a potable water supply system for protection against backflow shall be 
maintained in good working condition by the person or persons having control of such devices or assemblies.  
Such devices or assemblies shall be tested at the time of installation, repair, or relocation and at least on an 
annual schedule thereafter, or more often when required by the Authority Having Jurisdiction.  If found to be 
defective or inoperative, the device or assembly shall be repaired or replaced.  No device or assembly shall be 
removed from use or relocated or other device or assembly substituted, without the approval of the Authority 
Having Jurisdiction.  Testing shall be performed by a certified backflow assembly tester. 
 
603.3.4 
 
Access and clearance shall be provided for the required testing, maintenance, and repair.  Access and clearance 
shall require a minimum of one (1) foot (305 mm) between the lowest portions of the assembly and grade, floor, or 
platform.  Installations elevated more than five (5) feet (1524 mm) above the floor or grade shall be provided with 
a permanent platform capable of supporting a tester or maintenance person. 
 
603.4.16 Protection from Fire Systems. 
 
603.4.16.1 
 
Except as provided under Sections 603.4.16.2 and 603.4.16.3, potable water supplies to fire protection systems 
that are normally under pressure, including but not limited to standpipes and automatic sprinkler systems, except 
in one- or two family residential sprinkler systems, piped in materials approved for potable water distribution 
systems shall be protected from back-pressure and back-siphonage by one of the following testable devices: 

1. Double check valve assembly 
2. Double check detector assembly 
3. Reduced pressure backflow preventer 
4. Reduced pressure detector assembly 

Potable water supplies to fire protection systems that are not normally under pressure shall be protected from 
backflow and shall meet the requirements of the appropriate standards referenced in Table 14-1. 
 
603.4.16.5 
Residential Sprinkler Systems.  When residential sprinkler systems are installed using the potable water system, 
they shall be installed in accordance with the standards listed in Table 14-1. 


